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21st May 2012  

 
Dear Fellow Class Association Members,  
 
I hope this finds you well into your 2012 season. It has been cold and quite windy here in the north, but 
at least it has been dry. Not necessarily true in all parts of the British Isles!  
 
The Royal Irish Yacht Club has been busy making arrangements for the Championships on 22-24 June, and 
I hope we will see entrants from many of the fleets. Certainly the Belfast Lough and Clyde fleets will be 
represented, and the Isle of Man stalwarts are (unusually) not too far from their own backyard. The NOR 
and Entry Form is attached, and Sailing Instructions will be available soon. Tim Goodbody  
promises a good party, and many of us will hold him to that!  
 
The AGM will take place during the Championship weekend, on Friday 22nd June at RIYC in Dun 
Laoghaire, and an agenda is attached. This includes some favourite topics, and I would like to brief you 
on the committee’s thoughts and actions to date so that those unable to attend might consider providing 
some written submission beforehand.  
 
Sails  
 
Jeremy White at Elvstrom has been anxious to help build the relationship with the Class. Key to this will  
be the feedback on sails bought this winter (2012 deliveries) and so it will be early days for many of you.  
However all feedback is welcome, and anyone encountering a problem should let me – or your local  
committee member – know immediately. The committee is proceeding to investigate potential 
alternative sailmakers, though the agreement reached with Elvstrom last winter was that we would 
continue with them (at the same prices) for another year unless quality, durability and customer service 
continued to be major areas of concern. 
 
The committee is planning a Discussion Paper on the way forward with sails, and some of you may have 
been consulted by your local committee rep. We hope to prompt debate, via the website, very soon.  
 
#3 Genoas  
 
The Association would still like to sell off the three “trial sails” purchased using class funds. Offers are  
invited for a Blind Auction, with a reserve price of £800. Send your bid to Jo Chugg in a sealed envelope  
titled “#3 Auction”, with a covering letter with all your contact details. The bids will then be opened on 
6th June and the three highest bids will prevail. In the event of tied bids we will be in touch.  
 
Masts  
 
One more of the Association-owned sections has been sold, leaving five. We are underway in seeking  
quotes for a further supply. As some of you will know, many of the Selden components are also  
becoming obsolete and so we need to organise a salvage campaign to retrieve usable parts from masts  
that are broken. Thanks here to Michael Gill of “Snow Goose” who has assisted by preparing a Problem  
Mast Parts list, which is attached. Anyone able to provide any of these parts should let us know and we  
will prepare a central inventory list. We will, in parallel, pursue alternative sourcing arrangements.  
 
Rules and Ratings  
 
In reading (and re-reading) the rules as part of the overhaul associated with the changes in sails last  



winter, I struggled personally with Class Rule 16.1. The current wording is as follows:  
 
“As a condition for the granting of a One-Design Rating, the Officers and Committee have  
given an undertaking that all yachts of the Class shall adopt it. Yachts may also have a RORC  
rating which is to be used only in OOD and Handicap Events.”  
 
Aside from “RORC” (which should read “IRC”), it has taken me some time to understand the real  
underlying intent of this rule, particularly when the IRC Rating Offices are all too ready to supply  
individual ratings when requested.  
 
The committee has discussed this at some length. We realise that many owners will value an individual  
IRC rating because they wish to adopt a non-standard sail plan – e.g. a furling headsail. We also realise  
that the IRC offices are happy to sell individual ratings, not necessarily in the best interests of our One  
Design ethos. But in both cases, if this increases the presence of Sigmas on the start lines and in the  
prize-winner lists, this is positive for the class as a whole.  
 
It leaves us with the Rule 16.1 “problem”: what is it trying to address, and how better might we address  
that issue? Accordingly you will see in the AGM agenda a proposed revision to this rule reading:  
 
“Where a handicap racing event offers an extracted Sigma 33 one-design class result for a race or series 
of races, (or in those instances where a handicap event forms part of the Class programme and from 
which the Class will extract results), the only yachts eligible for such a class result will be those 
competing on handicap using a valid One Design rating certificate.”  
 
Thus we seek to find away of living with different ratings and yet not disadvantaging those who are  
100% wedded to the original One-Design intent. Life would clearly be simpler if standard boats with  
standard sails were not regularly receiving rating relief by buying individual ratings. We intend to raise  
this problem with RORC Rating (as the UK IRC Rating Office) to see whether an organised measuring  
and weighing exercise could deliver any relief in the One Design Rating, such that owners of standard  
boats felt less motivated to seek individual ratings.  
 
Inspection Forms  
 
Thanks to David Crawforth for updating the Inspection Form to comply with ORC requirements. This  
was distributed with the Handbook which you should have received last month.  
 
We are currently considering whether or not to include Engine Weight Correctors in the list of items to 
be checked, more modern engines being very considerably lighter than the original MD7A. Again,  
submissions for discussion of this at the AGM are welcome.  
 
It has been a busy winter. I am indebted to the committee members for their patience during the long  
hours of Conference Call torture, to Jo for her efforts with the day-to-day admin, and to Dominic White  
for his cheerful support in keeping our website current. If anyone would like to join the committee 
please let us know. Some of the faces have been round the table for a long time now, and new blood is 
always welcome. Call me or email me if you are interested.  
 
Best wishes for your season.  
 

 
 
Donald McLaren  
Chairman  
 
T: 01436-674097  
M: 07831-546224  
E: donald@helensburgh.info   
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